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When Lighting a Candle IsnÕt Enough 

 

About six weeks ago, Ellen and I were talking about the canal break and 
the responses by the local, mostly religious, community.  We noticed that the 
next day there were nearly 1000 volunteers out with shovels, their backs, and 
other tools.  We had lit a candle.  This brought to my mind a contemplation of 
when lighting a candle isnÕt enough. 

 
The lighting of the candles (or marbles in the water) is an important part of 

binding our community together.  But sometimes the lighting of the candle is a 
call for further action, not necessarily by the person lighting the candle, but by 
the very nature of the concern.  Sometimes lighting a candle is all that is 
needed, to mark a sorrow, or celebrate a joy.  But, sometimes there is more that 
we can do to make the flame burn even higher.   

 
A little over two weeks ago, a 

dear member of the USU community 
was killed in a traffic accident.  Two 
of us dropped marbles in the water.  
Then Lynne dropped a marble for 
the young man who fell asleep and 
his family, reminding us to keep 
compassion in our hearts. She 
carried the flame beyond just the 
candle. 

 
A few days ago Senator Ted 

Kennedy graduated from a 
remarkable life here on earth.  Rev. Peter Morales, our UUA president, had this 
to say: ÒWe can honor Senator Kennedy by carrying forward his legacy of 
working on behalf of those who are marginalized in this country. We mustÑ
and we willÑ continue advocating for the living wage, immigration reform, 
and health care for all. By giving our resources and commitment to the causes 
of fairness and equality, we move toward realizing the American dream to 
which Kennedy dedicated his years of public service.Ó  This is a call to go 
beyond lighting a candle.   

 
I am ashamed to say that after the canal break, it never occurred to me to grab some gloves and head on up the street.  

IÕm hoping that I now have new ears when I listen to the joys and concerns that we share over our candles, and look for 
ways that I can make that candle burn even brighter.   

 
 

      Beth Walden, CVUU Lay Leader 

 

Upcoming Services  
 

Sundays at 10 am: 
 

September 6: Bring a Principle 
to Life: The first Principle -The 
Inherent Worth and Dignity of 
Every Person 
Ellen Klomps and Thomas 
Mayfield 
 
September 13: Sacred Landscape 
Beth Walden 
 
September 20: This I Believe  
Maureen Killila 
 
September 27: Creating Sacred 
Community 
Eva Mayfield and Leslie Black 
 

Fridays at 7 pm: 
 
September 4: Sing-In  
Mary Jackson-Smith 
 
September 18: Equinox Holiday 
Celebrations 
 
Services are held at 596 E 900 N, 

in Logan.   
.  

 

 

We are a rel igiously l iberal,  welcoming community, united in a responsible search 
for knowledge and spir i tual growth.  Bound by no dogma or creed, Cache Valley 
Unitarian Universal ists value and promote peace, l iberty, social just ice, and 
environmental sustainabil i ty through personal, community, and global act ion.  
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Notes From the CVUU President  
 

CVUU friends, 
As the new CVUU Board President, I want to thank 

you for your vote of confidence in electing me, and also 
let you know that IÕll be working hard to keep CVUU on 
a good path. I hope to keep lines of communication 
open, to celebrate our good hearts and works, and build 
on the progress weÕve made over the last few years.   

I want to extend a deep and heartfelt round of 
applause to Jay Black, the CVUU president for the past 
3 years.  As most of you know, Jay has worked tirelessly 
and selflessly to shepherd the church during these 
critical last few years when we acquired our building, 
negotiated endless red tape and construction dust in 
pursuit of our public occupancy permit, and worked 
through major transitions in our ministry leadership.  
Under JayÕs leadership, our church has improved its 
financial standing, membership is up, and our 
administrative records and processes are vastly more 
organized.  While I expect Jay to stay involved in many 
of our church projects, I am sure he looks forward to 
fewer meetings and emails, and more time with his wife, 
extended family, and golf clubs.  

As many of you know, I spent last year in Madison, 
Wisconsin on a sabbatical leave with my family.  It has 
been very refreshing and energizing to come back to a 
church with so many new faces, lots of good energy, and 
endless welcoming hugs.  While the unstructured work 
hours, lazy evenings on the Memorial Union Terrace, 
and endless selection of music, coffee and bars was a fun 
diversion, we missed you all and are glad to be home. 

My first few weeks serving as Board President have 
been full of important discussions and decisions.  Two 
issues are particularly important to share. 

Initially, the Union Bilingual Preschool has signed a 
one-year lease to run a half-day preschool in our 
basement rooms and backyard.  The organizers of the 
preschool are Kristen and Holly Olsen, wife and sister-
in-law of Marshall Thompson (a veteran who made 
headlines walking the length of Utah in the fall of 2006 
to protest the war in Iraq Ð soldierspeace.com).  The 
Thompson/Olsen families have been longtime 
contributors to progressive social justice and peace work 
in Cache Valley, and their bilingual preschool is 
designed to help bridge language and cultural gaps 
between the Anglo and Hispanic communities in the 
valley.  We are proud to have them use our building.  As 
we work through the details of sharing a building with a 
tenant (they will have exclusive use of the downstairs 
and backyard from 8:30-4:30 Monday through Friday), 
we expect some bumps in the road.  Please work with 
me and Jordan Leary (our preschool liaison) to address 
any questions or concerns about the new preschool. 

Second, as was discussed in the Annual Meeting this 
summer, we expect to be making some formal changes 
in our mortgage situation to increase the congregationÕs 
ownership position in the church building.  As 
background, we presently have a first mortgage with 
roughly $144,000 principal remaining with Lewiston 
Bank.  We currently pay almost $1,200 per month on 
this mortgage.  In addition, we signed a personal note in 
December 2007 with Jay and Leslie Black that obligates 
the church to repay an additional $137,254 in personal 
funds that they had invested when we purchased the 
building.  While the Blacks have graciously loaned the 
church these funds for two years interest free, we need to 
either begin paying them back or find a commercial loan 
to replace their personal loan before January 2010. 

The Board recently charged a subcommittee, 
consisting of myself, Suzanne Marychild (our treasurer), 
Nick Flann, Alan Howard, and Jay Black, with 
examining alternative funding options and making a 
recommendation to the Board.  This committee expects 
to make a recommendation by mid-September.  We 
expect the Board to review the recommendation, and if 
they approve of it, we will initiate a month of 
congregation discussion and information meetings to 
gain feedback on our recommended plan.  If all goes 
well, we would hope to have a new mortgage plan in 
place before the December 2009 deadline to begin 
paying off the Blacks. 

As a result of the difficulty finding affordable 
commercial financing for a second mortgage, one likely 
scenario may involve formalizing a new legal agreement 
with the Blacks that will require the church pay off their 
remaining balance at a fixed interest rate over a 10-, 15- 
or 20-year amortization period.  If we do pursue this 
path, we will likely solicit individual members or 
families from our congregation to help secure the loan 
by voluntarily pledging to be financial guarantors for the 
church.  Just how this will work remains to be ironed 
out, and we will be circulating more detailed information 
to the congregation members before making any final 
decisions.  Feel free to contact me or other members of 
our subcommittee with questions or suggestions. 

I hope you will bear with me as I struggle to get up 
to speed on my responsibilities as Board President and 
become more familiar with the good work of the board 
and all our CVUU committees.  My email and phone 
door will always be open to your thoughts, comments, 
suggestions and feedback.  I can be reached by email at: 
jacksonsmith2@comcast.net, and by phone at 435-760-
7377. 

 
Doug Jackson-Smith, CVUU President 



 3 

Committees Make CVUU Go! 
 

Here at CVUU we have a lot going on: great 
services, fun activities and important social actions. So 
how do all these great things get put together? Well most 
of it gets started with the help of various committees. 
And we need your help! We know that you are perfect 
for one of these important jobs. Please take a look at the 
committees below and if one of them strikes your fancy 
give the committee contact a call to let them know you 
are ready to help! 

 

Religious Exploration Committee  
Jordan Leary 753-0136 
Coordinates children/youth religious exploration 
programs. 

Worship Committee  
Ellen Klomps 757-4762 
Plans and facilitates Sunday and Friday services. 

Membership Committee  
Leslie Black 753-5030  
Engages people in fellowship, provides UU 
education and promotes membership growth. 

Building and Grounds Committee  
Jay Black  757-8420 
Maintains indoor and outdoor facilities and grounds. 

Social Justice Committee  
Jenny Norton 753-4017 
Promotes social and environmental justice through 
activities and education. 

Fellowship/Hospitality Committee  
Susie Flann  563-9000 
Coordinates fellowship-building events. 

Caring Committee  
Cora Sullivan 752-0481 
Responds to our communityÕs joys and sorrows with 
help and support. 
 
Full descriptions of these committees are available 

on the bulletin board in the entryway of the church and 
on our website, www.cvuu.org in the resources section. 

Beside our committees, the board also helps to get 
things going, approving expenditures and helping to 
decide the direction CVUU heads. Our new board is now 
officially underway, and you can find their contact info 
below. 

 
Douglas Jackson-Smith (President) 760-7377 
Suzanne Marychild (Treasurer) 245-4687 
Ellen Klomps   757-4762 
Susie Flann    563-9000 
Allen Howard   245-7830 
Jordan Leary   753-0136 
 

Eva Mayfield 

Does CVUU want to become a 
Green Sanctuary?  

 
Voluntary participation of congregations in the 

Green Sanctuary Program provides a framework to 
begin projects and activities that promote stewardship of 
the Earth and all its inhabitants. As you can imagine 
there are many paths towards living out this commitment 
to sustainability and reverence for the Earth, the Green 
Sanctuary program is one path 
that we may choose to embark 
upon. Do we want to 
undertake a process that leads 
to recognition as a Green 
Sanctuary through 
accreditation by the Unitarian 
Universalist Ministry for 
Earth? 

The goals of the Green Sanctuary program are to 
work together to:  

1. Build awareness of the significance and 
complexity of environmental issues.  

2. Encourage personal lifestyle changes.  
3. Engage in community action on environmental 

issues.  
4. Strengthen the connection between spiritual 

practice and Earth consciousness; and  
5. Work to heal environmental injustices. 
We have formed a Green Sanctuary planning 

committee and we will be working on presenting the 
issues and the process to our CVUU congregation for 
becoming a Green Sanctuary.  In the meantime if you 
want to find out more about the Green Sanctuary 
Program check out the website 
http://www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/greensanctu
ary/index.shtml.  

Stay tunedÉ 
Jenny Norton, Social Justice Committee Chair 

 

 

 
The August 9 service included a presentation on 
energy conservation and our pending solar 
photovoltaic system. 
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Friday Services in September 
and Beyond 

 
We will be welcoming back our Friday service 

tradition this month with two services, on the first and 
third Fridays in September. On September 4th, Mary 
Jackson-Smith will lead a Òsing-inÓ of songs from 
African and many other cultural traditions. Come 
prepared to have your spirits lifted. On September 18th, 
we will celebrate a gathering of festivals, learning about 
and finding common peaceful themes in the holidays 
around the Autumnal Equinox, Eid al-Fitr, Rosh 
Hashanah, and others. Please contact Lorien at 770-2413 
if you would like to participate or have knowledge to 
share! 

Friday services start-time will adjust slightly this fall 
to coordinate with the 7th-9th grad OWL class taking 
place Fridays in the youth room. Dinner will be from 6-7 
pm, and the services (as well as the OWL class) will 
begin at 7 pm sharp. 

We will continue to provide dinner before the 
services. Donations are appreciated, and those interested 
in helping provide food are welcome to join the cooking 
parties we have to prepare for services. Potluck dishes 
are always welcome but not required. 

Friday services are generally designed to be 
accessible for older children. Childcare will likely be 
provided; watch for details in the email announcements. 
Feel free to contact any of the Friday Service 
coordinators, primarily Maureen Killila, Mary Jackson-
Smith, and Lorien Belton for more information. 

The tentative schedule for Friday services through 
the end of the year is as follows: 

 
September 4th Sing-In led by Mary Jackson-Smith 
September 18th Equinox Holiday Celebrations 
October 1st no service (UEA weekend) 
October 16th Meditation/TBD 
October 30th Pumpkins for Peace carving 
November 6th Spirituality of Sound 
November 20th Poetry Share 
December 4th Social Justice Role-Play 
December 18th Solstice Celebration 
 
Just a reminder-- Friday services are a great way to 

introduce friends to our community. Hope to see you 
there! 

 
Lorien Belton 

 
 
 
 

 

New OWL Class to start  at CVUU 
in September  

 
As part of our Religious Exploration programming 

this fall, we will be offering the middle school 7-9 grade 
Our Whole Lives comprehensive sexuality curriculum.  
The group of about 14 youth will meet in the youth room 
every Friday at 7 pm and every Sunday at 10 am.  There 
are 6 teachers volunteering to work with this group and 
at least two will be present at all times.  We will begin 
on September 11 with a pizza party and end on 
December 18 with a closing celebration. 

The program focuses on the values of self-worth, 
sexual health, responsibility, justice, and inclusivity.  
Our goal is to help children to become healthy and 
responsible sexual beings.  Parent orientation sessions 
are being held as we go to press.  Details about the 
curriculum can be found at: 
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=72
0 

We will also be having several guest speakers and 
panels including: USU Outspoken GLBT panel, Planned 
Parenthood, Utah AIDS Foundation and CAPSA. 

It is important to establish a safe and comfortable 
environment for the youth class.  Please respect the 
studentÕs need for privacy during these sessions and 
refrain from going through the youth room during class 
times.  We will post signs on the exterior doors while we 
are in session.  

Please feel free to contact any of the teachers if you 
have questions about the program:  Jenny Norton 753-
4017, Dawn Holzer 753-4428, Nick Flann 563-9000 

Wynn Ormond 752-2534, Kim Sullivan 770-6806, 
Jon Mock 755-2147 

 
 

 
At the August 23 service, Doug Jackson-Smith tells the 
children's story about Wimberly's worries before going to 
school for the first time. 
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Events and Announcements  
 

Volunteers needed for Building 
the Adventure Playground  

 

The Whittier Community Center, home to over 30 of 
our valley's non-profit, arts, and educational 
organizations, will soon start the community 
construction of Adventure Playground.  The playground 
is a disabled-inclusive park to be built entirely by 
volunteers.  This one-of-a-kind project was designed 
with the help of local schoolchildren and includes a 
castle, pirate ship, tree house, music area, and much 
more. This park will be entirely built by volunteers.  At 
least 2,400 four-hour volunteer shifts are needed to be 
successful.  The playground will rise from the ground 
during just 6 days of construction, September 14 - 19.  

For more information about the Whittier Community 
Center and Adventure Playground, including design 
schematics and pictures of similar playgrounds, visit the 
website www.whittiercenter.org/playground/. This is a 
great cause and will reach many children and adults from 
all over the valley. We are organizing a work party or 
maybe several from CVUU so watch your emails from 
Google group and sign-up for a time on Sundays after 
the service or call Jenny Norton 435-757-9660 and let 
her know your availability. 
  

CVUU's Solar PV Starter System 
is almost online!   

  
The PV modules, inverters and associated hardware 

have been ordered and will be here between Monday, 
August 31 and September 4. The Logan city Net 
Metering Agreement application has been submitted and 
approved. The building permit is submitted and should 
be approved on Monday Aug 31st. 

The electricians are lined up and ready to go. All 
things going well, system should be installed by Friday, 
Sept 11th. 

 

Adult Discussion G roup 
 

A Sunday morning adult discussion group is being 
formed starting this month. From 9-9:45 a.m. adults will 
congregate (in a space to be designated--our building's 
so very busy!) to discuss a current topic of interest. 
Conveners of the group are Thomas Mayfield 
(tgmayfield@gmail.com) and Jay Black 
(black.jay2@gmail.com); if you're curious or if you have 
a topic you'd like the group to tackle, please contact 
Thomas or Jay. 

 

Financial Planning for Women  
 

Wed. September 9: Don't give your money to 
Bernie: Outsmarting investment fraud. How to avoid 
being a victim of investment fraud and how to protect 
your parents and children. 

Presented by Marilyn Capelli Dimitroff, CFP(r), 
President of Capelli Financial Services, Inc.  A longtime 
leader in the financial planning profession, she currently 
serves as Chair of the Board of Directors of Certified 
Financial Planner Board of Standards. Worth, Money, 
Bloomberg and Financial Advisor have recognized Mrs. 
Dimitroff as one of the nation's top financial advisors. 

To make the most of this workshop, bring the 
amounts of your monthly credit payments (mortgage, 
car, etc.) and a calculator. 

Time: 12:00-1:00 p.m. in the USU Taggart Student 
Center room 335. Bring your lunch. The same program 
is repeated in the evening: 7:00-8:30 p.m. at the Family 
Life Center, 493 North 700 East, Logan. 

Programs are free and registration is not required. 
For further information: (435) 797-1569; 
jean.lown@usu.edu; http://www.usu.edu/fpw/ 

 

USU Freshman Welcome Fair  
 

CVUU provided a fine exhibit table at the USU 
Freshman Welcome Fair on August 18th. Eva Mayfield 
designed a project board full of photos of our various 
activities, to help students visualize who we are.  Our 
colorful pamphlets and t-shirts expressed our welcome 
as well as providing information about CVUU.  

A big thank you to the friendly folks who helped 
staff the CVUU table: Bonnie Pignataro, Jo Leary (along 
with Lucy, Gabriel and Rchael Williams), Susie Flann, 
Jean Lown, Eva Mayfield, April Ashland, Leslie and Jay 
Black. 

 

Membership Committee  
 

The Membership Committee looks forward to 
another exciting year at CVUU. This fall we will have a 
round of Circle Dinners, ÒRUAUU?Ó orientation/ 
information sessions, and lots of opportunities to become 
engaged in the fellowship. I encourage anyone interested 
in becoming a Greeter at the door to please let our 
committee know.  

We will have a Membership Committee meeting 
after the service, Sept. 6th. Please feel free to join this 
committee and share your good ideas for welcoming 
folks to CVUU. 
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Welcome Back! 
 Susanne Janecke, CVUUÕs unofficial photographer and archivist, has returned from a yearÕs sabbatical in Madison, 

WI with her husband Jim Evans.  Susanne will provide many of the photos you see in future newsletters, including those 
on pages 3 and 4 of this one.  You will see her and her camera at many CVUU services and events.    

 
 
 

 
 

Calendar entries in black are Sunday and Friday services; other events are in blue.

Sun. M T W Th. F Sat. 
 1 2 

 
 

3 4 
 
Sing-In 
 

5 
 
  

6 
Bring a Principle 
to Life 
Membership 
Comm. meeting 
after service 

7 8 
 

9 
 
Financial 
Planning for 
Women 
(See p. 5) 

10 
 
7 pm 
Hootenanny 
 

11 
 
7 pm 
OWL Class 
begins (see 
page 4) 

12 
 

13 
9 am Adult 
Discussion  
Sacred 
Landscape 
OWL Class 

14 
 

15 
 

16 

 
17 
 
 

18 
Equinox 
Holiday 
Celebration 
7 pm 
OWL Class 

19 
 

20 
9 am Adult 
Discussion  
 
This I Believe 
OWL Class 

21 22 

 
23 24 25 

 
7 pm 
OWL Class 

26 
 

27 
9 am Adult 
Discussion  
Creating Sacred 
Community 
OWL Class 

28 29 

 
30  
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